Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka and could yet come to involve an Armageddon act of mass biological contamination.
Responding to such a milieu will require responses that are equally as complex and multi-dimensional. Such a state of affairs will only be achieved through innovative thinking at the level of national planning and organisation combined with an increased commitment to real, integrated co-operative action at the international level.
National planning Creation of integrated crisis management centres (CMCs)
One of the prime requirements at the level of national planning is the need for effective crisis management centres (CMCs) that are able to bring military, law enforcement, public and health authorities under one overarching framework as and when required. Grey area issues such as drugs, terrorism and disease distort traditional distinctions between the military/non-military, internal/external dimensions of security. They therefore require counter-measures that integrate the expertise and skills culled from a range of security forces, non-governmental organisations, as well as relevant representatives from business, industry and the academic world.
1
If contemporary GAP influences are to be effectively challenged, it is vital that policy-makers fully appreciate the nature of the specific threat with which they are faced and the context within which it operates. CMCs are vital to this process of understanding, providing a centralised mechanism through which a particular threat can be assessed and the parameters and requirements of a response set. In short, they play a critical role in helping to develop common agreement on the ends, ways and means of resolving a given crisis. Operationally this is extremely important. Planning of this sort will enable states to develop and store information, which can be brought immediately to bear when a crisis occurs. Any institutional gaps that might be apparent will be highlighted (and dealt with). And all participants dealing with a disaster will have a clear picture of what other response teams are doing and plan to do, thereby avoiding confusion, competition and duplication of effort.
2
Once CMCs are established they should not only be maintained but also continually refined and adapted. This will ensure against bureaucratic lethargy and redundancy. In addition, it will allow CMCs to act as effective early warning systems, giving states a proactive capacity to
